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 I love watching FBI shows. They are very amusing to watch because you have the chance 

to understand why the person committed the crime and how their backgrounds affected the way 

they acted. You go inside their head for a moment and recognize their perspective. The criminal 

sits in “the chair”, squirming, trying to get loose of the handcuffs and run away from all the 

voices interrogating him.  I always thought “Good. That person should be punished for what he 

did and should be interrogated as long as it takes for him to spill any information about what he 

did.” But, I never realized how uncomfortable and torturous it is to be sitting in “the chair”. 

Especially, when the agents faces are right in your face trying to determine whether you are lying 

or whether what you said is the truth. I never thought that I would have to experience that until 

one day something happened… 

It was an ordinary February day. The ground was blanketed with snow from the couple of 

blizzards that we experienced. I finally finished my AP Language and Composition midterm 

after it was dragged out and prolonged for approximately three weeks, when it was only 

supposed to take three hours. That was my life at the time and nothing more.  

I went home taking my usual route. Did what I always do when I return home from a 

long day of school: homework, then homework, then a little more homework, then I went to bed. 

After this point it is hard to remember everything because I am not sure if I was dreaming.  
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It was about two in the morning and you ask how do I know that? I’m actually not very 

sure; all I know was that I had three hours of sleep that night. I am still sleeping at this point and 

then the next thing I know my front door busts open and I hear a parade of feet scuttling around 

downstairs. (I am a light sleeper. The littlest noise wakes me up.) The feet were becoming louder 

and they were coming up the stairs, now. I had no idea what to do so I just sat up straight in bed, 

waiting.  

I was blinded by the light which I assumed to be a flashlight. This wasn’t an ordinary 

flashlight it was on top of something black and metal looking. My question about the object was 

answer when I hear, “This is the FBI. Put your hands up where I can see them.”  

… 

I woke up, looked around me and noticed the familiar setting. I was surrounding by gray 

cement walls. There was a small glass window that I came to find out was the observation 

window. There was nothing in the room besides a table and a chair opposite from me. It took me 

a while to realize that I was restrained. What made me realize this was that fact that I tried to 

reach for something but I couldn’t go too far. I looked down to witness the cold metal handcuffs 

and I took noticed that I was sitting in “the chair”. I didn’t get to panic for too long because two 

people walked in. 

“Hello. I am Agent Smith and this is Agent Ross. I assume that you know why you are 

here.” 

“I actually don’t have any clue or the fairest reasoning why I am here.” I responded.  

“Have you heard of the AP examination test?” Agent Ross questioned.  

“Yes, I have.” I tried to make my statements as short and simple as possible because 

anything that I say can be brought back later to harm me.  
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“You just finished your AP Language midterm exam, yesterday. Is that correct?” Agent 

Ross said.  

“Yes. I-” 

“I am not going to beat around the bush here. The reason why you are stationed here is 

we wanted to try and figure out how someone could do so poorly on this test. Never has anybody 

made such a disgrace of themselves by receiving one of the lowest marks.” Silence fell in the 

room and I was beginning to tremble because I knew that Agent Smith meant business.  

“Now we are going to ask you a few questions. Answer them with the best of your ability 

and make sure that you are completely honest. Do you understand?” Agent Ross asked. 

“Yes.” 

“Ok, then let’s begin. You began the first part of the midterm on Thursday, January 20, 

which was the Rhetorical Analysis essay. This essay in particular produced the lowest means 

ever. This happened to be your one of your higher marks. Can you explain why that’s so?” Agent 

Ross inquired. 

 “I think that the Rhetorical Analysis paper is the hardest essay out of all of them. William 

Hazlitt’s piece was a difficult one but I thought it was fair. I had an understanding of what his 

central argument was which eased my nerves a little bit but it is hard for me express what I want 

to say down on paper. I knew that one of his points was that money takes your stresses away 

which takes burdens out of life.  Now that I had his argument, I jotted down a few strong active 

verbs that I wanted to use in my piece. The night before I had previously researched specific 

types of active verbs and I chose the ones that I like best which were the words, “mirrors” and 

“solidifies”. I also didn’t want to save all of my reviewing for the night before my test, so the 

weekend before I started to prepare for my midterm. I had intentions to buy a review book but I 
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thought it wouldn’t help because if I didn’t know what to do a week before the test then I am 

going to learn it within this amount of time left. I also-” 

 “Can we conclude that you thought you were well- prepared?” one of them asked but I 

was in deep thought I wasn’t paying attention to who said it. 

 “No matter how prepared I was I always feel that I’m not. No matter what test it is I am 

always nervous and that makes me panic. Then when I panic I black out and don’t have a clear 

mind and then I don’t do as well as I hope to.  I feel that you should never be satisfied by how 

much you know; there is always more to learn. As I was saying before, after I wrote active verbs 

down I chose the rhetorical strategies that I wanted to use. I choose repetition because there was 

that one sentence that was broken up into many clauses and he kept using the word “and” or “or” 

to link the clauses. My intentions were to use polysyndeton or anaphora but I couldn’t think of 

the words when I was under pressure. I also choose pathos because I believe that the logos, 

pathos, and ethos are normally always present because we tend to naturally use them when we 

speak. Also, the day before I was looking over logos and pathos in a packet that the teacher gave 

us knowing that I would use one of them as a rhetorical device.” 

 “It seems that you were confident with what you put down but yet you receive a 4. Where 

do you think you went wrong?” Agent Smith demanded. 

 “I never said that I was confident. I was actually the opposite. I never feel as if I am 

doing the right thing. Throughout any test I am always second guessing myself about whether I 

am doing the task correctly. Sometimes I am half way through writing an essay and I think I am 

doing it totally wrong, but in reality is it correct (or at least it appears to be). Since I am flustered 

and panicking about time, I think it is wrong. Now, about your question. I think everything went 

wrong, especially from the start. I couldn’t come up with and introduction. I just sat there 
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thinking so hard but nothing came to mind. The time ticking away, I decided it was best to leave 

it and come back to it at the end. I really didn’t want to do this because I never have enough time 

at the end. I am always pushing to the last minute and I barley have time to finish. That is why 

my paper has so many grammatical errors because I don’t have time to re-read my piece and fix 

my wrong doings. I really need to start organizing my time and work on my time management or 

else I will keep having the same mistakes showing up on my paper. Another mishap about my 

paper is my conclusion or should I say my last sentence. An effective piece should have a 

conclusion that summarizes the points of their paper plus link everything together to end the 

paper. Mine does none of that.  All I do is restate, in another way, my thesis of the piece.  I know 

what I have to improve on, now I need to perfect it.” 

 “What I am getting out of this is that you were well prepared but when it comes down to 

tests you freak out.” Agent Ross stated. 

 “Exactly. The whole half of the year up to the midterm we were given material that 

would sharpen our skills for the AP exam. We were also given packets a few days prior to the 

midterm itself. In these packets it actually listed an example that was pulled directly from the 

essay. I caught this but didn’t realize it until after I wrote the essay because there was a different 

name. That is why I chose to use the word mirrors because I read it in one of the packets that 

review rhetorical analysis responses. I know I could do better next time and I am hoping to prove 

to myself that I can.”  

 “Fair enough. The following day you were supposed to take the next part but there was a 

snow storm. Correct?” 

 “Yes.” I answered.  

 “What was your reaction to that?” 
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 “I was thrilled because if we had school it would have been a PLC day which means that 

the period would have been a few minutes shorter. Those few minutes are valuable even though 

it doesn’t seem like it. That extra time can determine whether or not you’ll be able to check over 

your work. I wasn’t mentally prepared to write another essay, anyway. This also gave me another 

day to study for my exams.” 

 “So you admit that you did study for your tests. But after you heard that another 

snowstorm was coming and both your Tuesday and Wednesday tests were canceled, did you 

blow off studying, taking the chance that this test was going to be canceled as well?”  

 “Of course not. Every test I take in all my classes, no matter what subject, I always set 

time aside and study for a minimum of one hour. I thought it would be a miracle if the test was 

canceled. I had the flu during that week and I felt miserable, (that is a nice way to say how I felt). 

If I would have taken the test I would have done horrible. Not sure though how much worse I 

could have possibly done. It was a big relief because I am not able to concentrate when I have a 

nasty cold because my head is all stuffed and all you think about is sleeping. I think there was no 

one else who love the snow that week more than I did.”  

 “That Monday, in which you went back to school, you began the multiple choice section 

of the midterm. What did you think about this section?” Agent Smith said.  

 “First I like to begin with the point that I still wasn’t feeling the greatest and as I was 

taking the exam. Also, I forgot that I was able to omit questions. Therefore I answered every 

question in a row and if I approached a question that I had no idea what the answer was, I would 

guess so that I wouldn’t leave it blank. This turned out to be a big problem. I would have omitted 

questions and I would have not spent so much time on the questions that I was unsure of. I would 

have focused more on the ones that I thought I might be able to get right. For instance I would do 
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all the questions that I call, “in this line” questions. These are the types of questions where you 

have to look back and define what the word is trying to mean. On a side note, while I was 

studying there was a suggestion that said to do all the questions that were about a specific line 

and then when you are done with those types of questions you pretty much read the whole 

passage which allows you to answer the questions about the main ideas. I thought I should try 

that style of answering questions and so I tried something new. The questions that that I hate the 

most are those ones that I call “the it” questions. These are the questions that say “what does the 

‘it’ in line __ refer to.” Those are the hardest question because they really test your 

comprehension abilities. You have to pay close attention to what the subject is and what they 

continue to talk about. If you don’t understand the general point of the paragraph then those 

question in particular are hard.  

 After I completed the first passage I felt good about my work. Then I went to the second 

passage and I broke down. I began to read the first two sentences and I was lost; no idea what it 

was talking about. I noticed that when I don’t understand the first few sentences of the passage, it 

doesn’t keep my attention and I begin to just see words on paper without it registering in my 

head.  Since it isn’t registering in my brain I start to feel tense, my heart begins to race so fast 

that it feels like it is going to burst out of my chest and onto my desk. If that happened at least it 

would be an excuse to not take the test. But I guess my heart should remain inside my body for 

the best. Now, I have to literally read each word carefully and slowly so that I can process it.  I 

can’t go too slowly because I don’t have enough time which leaves me in a dilemma.” 

 “Can you pinpoint what you mean when you say that you are in a dilemma?” one of the 

agents asked.  
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 “What I mean when I say a dilemma is that my mind is racing and many thoughts are 

coming to mind. What should I do? Should I skip the passage and move on? But the passages 

probably get harder? This one doesn’t seem that bad? Look at the time, ahhh!!! Everything 

becomes a blur and I just want to quit. Since quitting isn’t an option I try to redeem myself and 

continue. I somehow make it through and on to the next passage I go.” 

 “From our observations we noticed that for one of the questions you were stuck between 

two answers and you chose the wrong one. Did you know what both rhetorical strategies were? 

Didn’t you notice as you were reading that there was a parallel structure? The author consistently 

used the word “by” then an adjective or a noun would follow it. You have to pay close attention 

next time and zone in on these things. That was an easy question that you could have gotten 

correct. Make sure you review your rhetorical devices and be able to recognize what it looks like 

when appearing in a paragraph. You also need to manage your time better. There are a lot of 

students who don’t reach the last passage and you are one of them. That is a waste because you 

might be able to answer five more questions and receive the right answer, rather than spending 

time on hard questions when you can skip them and come back later. You also need to be able to 

pick out and select specific words in the section that are key words which will help answer the 

questions or at least limit a couple of answer. Otherwise there isn’t more I can say.  

 You were given a whole period which is approximately thirty five minutes to read and 

annotate all of the documents for the synthesis essay. Then you had the weekend to even think 

about what you read previously. On Monday you were given the entire period to write the 

synthesis paper, yet, you still had a loss of words. Two full periods is plenty of time and you’re 

not going to receive this much time on the actual day of the AP. Do you think that if you selected 

better documents and analyze those more you would have improved?” Agent Smith commented.  
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 “It may have been a possibility but I feel that my document selection was accurate. I 

think I chose the right documents but I failed analyze them fully. I felt that I didn’t use the 

documents as support for my argument that was original, but rather I’d built off of the ideas from 

the documents. Do you understand?” 

 “Are you trying to say that you didn’t develop your own original idea, you took the ideas 

from the documents and expanded on them?”  Agent Smith asked.  

 “Yes. I-” 

 “You are missing the point of the synthesis essay. You are supposed to read all the 

documents, determine a common factor that they all share, create a well-written thesis statement, 

and use the documents to support your argument. The documents aren’t there for you to steal 

their ideas. You should be ashamed of yourself!” 

 “I know that. I always outline what I want to include in my essay and how I am going to 

arrange my piece but when it comes down to actually writing a mess emerges on my sheet of 

paper. I need to learn how to avoid this problem. I thought the documents were fair. There was 

only one that I had difficulty with which is why I didn’t include it in my paper. As I was reading 

the documents I pulled out two quotes that I thought I would benefit from; however, I only 

managed to use one of them. Compared to the Rhetorical Analysis, this time I was able to write 

an excellent introduction and an average conclusion. My conclusion is nothing great but I feel 

that my introduction clearly opens my essay up quite well. What I mean by this is that I have a 

broad topic sentence that introduces how technology is a problem in society. Then I incorporated 

a phrase that I felt helped set the tone of my piece. This linked into my thesis statement.” I 

argued.  
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 “I agree. Your introduction for your synthesis piece is solid but there is still room for 

improvement, but your general argument introduction is definitely weak.  I admit that it does 

flow naturally but there is no “meat to it”; its “blah!” The thesis statement is weak and 

inadequate. You should sit down and read articles and solely work on creating thesis statements 

that is up to par. With a thesis statement like this one the graders should stop reading because if 

there is no thesis there is no argument. If there is no argument then why waste someone’s time 

reading the paper because you are agonizing them and then you will be in agony when receive 

the grade. You want to avoid that and in order to do so start developing a strong and central 

thesis statement. Do you understand?” Of course it was the mean Agent Smith saying this.  

 “Yes, I understand. Writing a thesis is one of the first tasks that I try to accomplish 

because the whole essay revolves around your thesis. For this essay however the first thing I did 

was create a pro and cons chart which helped me organize specific examples to use in my paper. 

I found it difficult to create a balance of reasons for each side. Having one side outweigh the 

other showed that the pros of his argument were not as strong as going against Singer’s 

argument. I had to include examples from each side but I made up my mind that it was best to 

refute his proclamation.” 

 “Very good then. One last question before we depart and continue at a later time for 

further analysis. Do you feel your performance on the multiple choices was correlated with how 

you did on the Rhetorical Analysis essay?” Agent Ross asked the question this time.  

 “Yes, I do think the correlation between the two closely reflect my skills. My two 

numbers were close together indicating I did about the same type of work for both. I feel this is 

so because the rhetorical analysis is all about how to take a strategy that he uses and prove how 

that helps lead his argument to be stronger. Multiple choice questions often involve questions 
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pertaining to rhetorical devices and the effect that it has on the piece.  I seem to miss important 

details and lack the ability of comprehending. I try hard and I convince myself that I do 

understand a topic but then once it comes to the test I lose all knowledge that I have. I can’t 

recall any information and my mind is becomes empty. My nerves are the only thing holding me 

back.”  

 Then their faces disappeared and all I remember was blackness. I woke up and I was in 

my bed, just like I was before everything I experienced. Could this possibly have happened or I 

am just completely delusional?  

 

 
 


